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A recent E-mail in circulation warns that buying mulch from home improvement stores may spread 
the Formosan subterranean termite.  According to the United States Department of Agriculture, 
National Agricultural Library, National Invasive Species Information Center, and the Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry, this is a hoax.  

 
The Louisiana Department of Agriculture imposed a quarantine on several parishes in October 2005 
specifically to prevent the accidental movement of Formosan subterranean termites to other areas.  
Bob Odom, Commissioner, Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry provides the following 
information: 

 
“The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences, has quarantines in place in the Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita affected parishes of 
Calcasieu, Cameron, Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. 
John, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa and Washington.  

 
All woody debris in the quarantined areas is going to an approved landfill within the designated 
quarantine area.  There are a multitude of government (state and federal) agencies that are looking 
at this debris every day as it is deposited into these landfills.  The contractors mulching and hauling 
the debris know the regulations and are abiding by them according to the quarantine requirements.”  

 
A 24-hour hotline (225-925-3763) is provided for anyone with knowledge of debris moving out of the 
quarantine area.  
 
Additional protections against the entry of this material into California are provided by Federal and 
California State Plant Quarantines that restrict the interstate movement of soil, earth, compost, and 
growing media.  These quarantines require certificates, issued by the origin State Department of 
Agriculture, for each shipment.  The California Department of Food and Agriculture maintains 
inspection stations at the major highways entering the state, and inspectors will ensure that all 
shipments of soil, earth, compost, and potting media are properly certified and free of pests.  

 
The Formosan termite (Coptotermes formosanus) is not known to be widespread within the state, but 
it does occur in the San Diego area of California.  This is a “C”-rated pest and is not subject to state 
enforced quarantine or eradication action outside of nurseries.  Any action taken against a “C”-rated 
pest is at the discretion of the County Agricultural Commissioner of the county in which the pest is 
found. 

 
For more information and to view the quarantines in place in Louisiana, please visit the National 
Plant Board website at http://www.nationalplantboard.org/la_mulch.html or the Louisiana Department 
of Agriculture and Forestry website at http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/ 
 
For questions regarding this advisory, please contact Courtney Albrecht at (916) 654-0312, or by 
email at calbrecht@cdfa.ca.gov. 
 


